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The latest generation American fighters is entering
service at the moment or will esnter in a wvery short time.
The F-15 Eagle already operates with 4 wings. Producticn
aof the F-14 Tomcat 18 in full swing. The A-10 Thunderbolt 2
i3 on the edgeof entering service in Burope.The F-18 Hoernet
hkas been glven go-ahead for an initial prodouction of fiva
aircraft. The F-16 production is to start real production
very BOon.,

Adreraft on the production-lines means that designing-teams
of the warious aircraft-manufacturers are already working
oo new oneg.

As with the present generaticn,it takes some time for anew
aircraft to enter sarvice. Due to the advanced technology
of today's a/c they need a fairly lopg time to work up and
afterwards they are engaged in competitions against other
alrcraft.

To meet up with the demands on the market when the F-153,
F-4s8, F~168 etc. need replacemsnt, the future ganeration
fighters should be on the drawing-boards now. American
companies are the most advanced ones in the world amdl there-
fore all eyes are focused on the designs  they turn up
with. These designs are to release the latest demands the
USAF sets to an fighter ailreraft.

Will the USAF prefer a single-seat above a dual again
as they have done with the Eagle.On this subject thoushts
differ very much. Generally the pilots seem to prefer the
dual versions whersas officials want single-seaters.

Can the factories produce an aircraft with computer gulded
fly-by-wire for a reasonable price. It's known designing=
teams are thinking of aircraft even without tails, Such a
tailess a/c would of course be uncontrolable but if a
computor is linked to the fly-by-wire system,the computor
can control the alrcraft.

Will the latest developped plastics supplant the metals,
will the a/c have vertical take-off and landing capabili-
ties. If we only could see in the future......

Jac van Tuyn

COVER PRGE: C=130H 1601 of the Royal Saudia AFat Shanno
Int.Airport, Eire, earlier this vear. (0.O0'Mahony)
PAGE 2:5pecial attention ftoaplane thatwill start leaving
service in Belgium and Holland this year.This month the
trainer wversion of +the F-104G Starfighter: TE-104G
D-5806 of he WVolkel Wing at Eindhoven AB in 1970
(F.5winkels), TF-104G FC=11 of lRth Wing at the IAI '77

at Greenham Common. (F.Swinkels)

BACKE PAGE: RF-4E 35-19 of AKG-52/Leck at Eindhoven on 29
April '77 (J.w.Tuyn). F-4B 148383 on 1cng-term—itoraga
at Davis Monthan, February '72. (H.van de Laar). Pricr
to delivery F-4D 14B70/3-602 at the McDonnel/Douglas
plant (McDonnell /Douglas). F-4E 01512 in Greek Air
Force markings. (McDonnell/Douglas).

The editorial staff wishes toc thank all these, who in
cne way or another to-operated in this issue:

F.Bigel V.Grecao G.Weinmann
S5.Blarasin D.0'"Mahony A.Wilderdidik
b.Booy 5.Mestriner H.A.Wiltens

R.Braur C.D.Taylor B.Ullings/API
R.Choufoar R.Thornley P.Zcetmulder
R. Bel Bianco A.Warhes Znd TASW
F.Elzinga 5.Warren Sp.GroupScesg-
P.Foramitl G.Welnmann terbarg




Holland -

- Again the replacement of MLD's Neptunes is in-

volved in a political game. No doubt if the MLD
could order a replacement themselves, the first
of 10 Orions would already have been delivered.
It all started in1975 when the Dutch government
wanted to withdraw the Neptune without buying
replacements. Following heavy protests on this
decision both national and international, money
was earmarked for a replacement. The choilce had
to be made between the Atlantic Mk.4 and P-3B
Orion and herewith we come to part 2 of the

story.

To compete against the American Orion and
working on a replacement for the Atlantics
serving with . the Aeronavale, Breguet
is developping an updated version of the Atlan-
tic: the mark 4. Begides the normal advantage
of this aircraft, like standardization of the
MLD's inventory, the French government added

some highly interested ones, They have hinted
that if the Dutch Navy orders the Atlantic, a
counter-order would be placed for 15 Maritime
Friendships. ;

So the choice is between one of the most advan-
ced anti-submarine & patrol aircraft: the Orion
or a less sophisticated aircraft but with the
re-assurance of one year F.27 production for
Fokker: the Atlantic.

On 1 April the museum at Soesterberg opened for
this year's season. Every Saturday from 10.00
till 16.00 ten aircraft can be seen, covering
the Dutch Air Force since WW.II:

Q=305 F-86K; H-1 Spitfire Mk.9; V-3/NF869
Dh.89B Dominie; H-307 P-51D Mustang; M-464
B-25J Mitchell; I-69 Meteor Mk.4; 0O-36 H-23B
Raven; E-22 S.11 Instructor;
DHC.2 Beaver; D-26 Anson Mk.l
Groups interested in visiting the museum can
also come on Tuesdays,Wednesdays,Thursdays and
Fridays. This however, is only possible after
having contacted the 'Conservator van het Lucht-
vaartmuseum',Vliegbhasis Soesterberg,van Weerden
Poelmanweg 1, Soesterberg(gem.Soest), Holland.

S-9/55-4585 -

- MILETARY

NEWS

- Movements at Leeuwarden included:

Jan.23: 21-81 and 24-02 F-104G WGAF JABOG~31
XT668/AS Wessex HC.2 RAF 72Sgn
D-8280 F-104G (no badge) _
27: 21-44, 23-30, 24-21, 24-28, 24-90 and
27-95 all T/F-104G WGAF WS-10
31: XZ101/S Jaguar Gr.l RAFG 2Sqgn
K-3068(314), 4005(313) both NF-5A/Bs
Feb. 3: K-3022(-), 3038(315), 3040(-), 3068
(314) all NF-5As
FX-13, 27, 39, 53, 57 F-104G BAF 1Wing
9: D-6670 F-104G 311/312Sqgn
C5-02 Andover HS.748 BAF 15Wing
CR74-045 F-4E USAFE 32TFS
FX-13, 38, 57, 72 F-104G BAF 1Wing
21: 37-43 and 38-31 F-4F WGAF JG-71
59-25 DO=-28D WGN 89-70 Sea King WGN
24: FX-65, 82 F-104G BAF 10Wing
27: 27-97 and 28-29 TF-104G WGAF WS-10
FX-10, 40, 59, 72, 79 F-104G 1lWing BA‘EP'
Mar. 1: C-8 and C-12 F.27M 3343qgn b
CS-=03 HS.748 Andover BAF 15Wing
FX-40, 57, 59, 72,79, 89 F-104G 1Wing
9: A-05 and A-69 Alouette II  Belg.Army
D-8125, 8127 and 8103 RF=-104G 306Sgn
D-5804 TF-104G CAV K-4008(-) NF=5
13: 21-99 and 23-61 F-104G WGAF JABOG=33
FC-06 TF-104G BAF 1lWing (based for one
month because of an ACT exercise)
14: 89-54 and 89-66 Sea King Mk.41 WGNavy
15: K-4001(313), 4015(313), 4008(-), 4020
(316), 3066(=) all NF=-5A/Bs
XH538 Vulcan B.2 RAF 35Sgn
21: D-5807 TF-104G CAV _
22: FX-40 F-104G BAF 1Wing
D-8062, D-5807 T/F-104G Volkel Wing
20-42 and 25-79 F-104G WGAF JABOG-31
23: 211/V Neptune SP-2H MLD 320Sgn
30: D-8013, 8103 RF-104G 306Sgn
K-3016 NF-5A 316Sgn
WV318 Hunter T.7 RAFG Laarbruch St.Flt
On 20 March a three-week's Air Combat Training
course started with pilots of VX-4Sqn from
Point Mugu. Aircraft involved in this course
were: FC-06 and FX-62 T/F-104G BAF 1lWing

K-3001(KTS), 3005(-), 3034(314), 3036(314) . -
4001 (313), 4008(-), 4015(313) and4020(316) &4

From I Adpril pill 2
December the aitr force
museum at Soesterberg
18 open again. Seen
here 18 Metegr I-689.,
(J.van Tuyn)
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C=130B 91529 of the West Vzrgznta ANG patid a vieit to Soesterbarg on 23.08.78. fA WiZderdzak)

Movements at Soesterberg included:
Feb. 8: XV489/V Phantom FGR.2 RAFG 92Sgn
9: SP66-758 and 66-727 F-=4D USAFE 52TFW
38-03 F-4F WGAF JG-71

10: LN72-447 and 72-448 F-111F USAFE 48TFW
15: 96583 C-130E USAFE 435TAW
17: AR65-944 and 66-418 RF-4C USAFE 10TRW
D-8308 and D-8092 F-104G 322/323Sgn
23: 91529 C=-130B Virginia ANG/167TAG
28: BT76-035(y) ,76-045(xr) F-15A USAFE 36TFW
Mar., l: WR66-551 F-4D USAFE 81TFW

MT-23 CM~-170R BAF
3-30/MM6531 and 3-34/MM6645 F-104G ItAF

6: AR66-418 and 66-421 RF-4C USAFE 10TRW
37-95 and 38-03 F-4F WGAF JG-71
9: WR65-759 and 65-781 F-4D USAFE 81TEW

ZR68-563 RF-4C USAFE 26TRW
10880 C-9A USAFE 55AAS
24200 VC-140B USAF 89MAW
15: 32-86 and 32-98 G-91R WGAF LEKG=43

17: RS68-497(y), 68-509(y), 74-637, 74-662
74-643 and 74-651 F-4E USAFE 86 TFW
24471 and 0-10653 CT-39A USAF 70860S
20: UH68-017 F=111E USAFE 20TFW
23: BT75-066 and 76-025 F-15A USAFE 36TFW
29: 41-AR/94 Paris II FAF ElA.41
35-11 RF-4E WGAF AKG-51
30: 70-83 UH-1D WGAF FBSS
BT75-070(r) , 76-041 F-15A USAFE 36TFW
XZ387/DN, XZ391/DP, XX746/DU, XX973/DG

all Jaguar Gr.,1 RAFG 31Sgn
From 16 till 25 May, 32nd TFS is to have an ex-
change with RAF's 11Sgn flying with Lightnings.

During the last week of April four RF-104Gs and
four NF-5As operated from VI1b De Peel (near
Venray) . These a/c represented the teams of
resp. 306Sgn and 314Sgn. During this week the
teams prepared -themselves for entering the
Tactical Air Meet at Wildenrath early June.

Belgium

In March an S-58, OT-ZKM/Bl13 crashed near Merz-
brick (W.Germany). Although the S-58 has of-
ficially been replaced by the Sea King, it is
still being used for transport between the
army & air force troops in Germany and Belgium
itself.

Operating from Kleine-Brogel in connection with
NATO exercise 'Cloudy Chorus' were 4 Canadian
Starfighters from CFB BadSdllingen (W.Germany):
104706(441), 104733(439), 104847(421) and
104805(~-) ., Other F-104s noted on 25 April were:

FX-17,24,60,65,76,91,95 and FC-02,05,08 all
T/F-104Gs of 10 Wing.
At Brasschaat will be a 'jubilee air meet' on

21 May. Apart from the normal local civil a/c,
the show is also to include a Harrier, F-15 and
of course the inevitable Blue Bees. This show
will commence at 14.00hrs.

- Strong wind prevented

the last airworthy
SV-4B of the Belgian air force to make the
last official flight of this type from Goetsen-
hoven to Koksijde on 21 March. This historical
event was therefore postponed for some days.
"With this strong wind the a/c would probably
arrive in Germany instead of at Koksijde" it was
said.

In 1970 the Stampe & Vertongen SV.4Bis was of-
ficially withdrawn from service but twoexamples
were kept 1in flying conditions and two others
for spare parts. All attemps failed to keep the
a/c for another few years and therefore the air
force is to dispose SV.4Bis (see Flash Nr.91).
The air force is not allowed to sell anything
and is forced to exchange them. In June all
reactions to the wvarious advertisements will be
selected. It is known there have been many
reactions from all over the world and even self-
driving lawn-mowers have been offered in
exchange!

Eire

- Movements at Shannon included:

Jan. 6: 93/F-RAFN Mystere XX FAF GLAM.1/60
7: 86970 VC-137B USAF 89MAW
10: 238/F-RAFM Mystere XX FAF
20: 86972 VC-137B USAF 89MAW
2l: 50-98 C-160D WGAF
25: 93/F-RAFN & 167/F-RAFL Mystere XX FAF
30: 217 CM-170R Magister IAAC

GLAM.1/60

Feb. 4: 50-95 C-160D WGAF
6: No.0l (c/n 23) VC-11lA Gulfstream 2 USCG
7: 141 /F-RAFG SE.210 Caravelle FAF GLAM
10: CB-02 Boeing 727-29C BAF 15Wing
15: 50-95 C-160D WGAF
24: CB-0l1 Boeing 727-29C BAF 15Wing
211 SA.316 Alouette III IAAC
Mar, 6: CF-03 Merlin IITIA BAF 15Wing

74301 and 74302/KD B.727 Yugoslavian AF
19: 10882 C-9A USAFE 55AAS
Noted C-130s over this period:
130321, 130322, 130328,
C=130Es of CAF
464, 468, 469, 1601, 1604, 1615,
all C-130Hs of Royal Saudia AF

130307,
130330,

130315,
130333 all

1618 & 1619

One of the two Yugoslavian AF B.727s that
(D.O Mahory)

vigited Shannon was 74301.




Shannon extra: Passing through with fortnightly
intervals are Beech T.34C Turbeomentors on deli-
very to the Indoneslian Air Force. Moted so far:
B=401 ofn GM,45 ex N4763M 'on 08.04.78

B=402 o/n GM-46 ex N4768M on 08.04.78

B-403 ofn GM.47 ex N4B72M on 21.04.7B

B-404 o/n GMs48 e M4BT4M on 21.04.7H

All in light grey overall with yellow bands _an
tail and wings tips, (see phota; D.O'Mahony)™

France

= This summer +the Fouga 90 1is expected to make
it's first flight, The a/c iz basically tte same
as Aerospatlal's CM=-170R Magister but has ejec-
tion-geats which forced a bigger cockpit. At
the zame time the back seat is placed somewhat
higher, giving the instructor a better forward-
view,

The project 1s a private venture DfAerospatlale
as the Armée de 1'Air doesn't need any new
training aircraft until 1885 when it is towith-
draw 1its 300 CM-1T0Rs. By then, however,the
Fouga 90 will undoubtedly serve already with
varisos forelgn alr arms which consolidate itks
position as a possible Maglister replacement.

Within two  months Group des Lliaison Adriennes
Ministérialles 1/60 at Villacoublay reached the
international news-paper two times, Both times
it concerned engine failures of Caravelles
carrying French officials. The last time even
President Giscard d'Estaing himself was aboard.
Movements at Lann-Bihoug& included:

Mar. 1: 61<MQ 45, =ZH/90, =-3L/91, =EL/94 all

Trangall C-160Fsa ET.HL
FC /45819 DC-8F GLAM

2: No.ll3 Alouette II 228
T09/76T709, 729776229 C-470 3565
3: AV3I05 C=130% Hercules RAF LynehamTW
4: FH/201 SE.210 Caravelle GLAM
6: G4-IL/121 W.2501 Woratlas ET.I1/ 64

314-YH/16872 T-33A GE.6/314
10/32810 C-47D0 Dakota 565
8: Mo.l, 15, 26 and 57 Etendard IVM 11F
G4-IM/161 M.2501 MWoratlas ET.1/64
313-CA/521 CM=170R GE.1/313 (ex 313=DF)
9: BL-ZIM/85, =iT/154 C-160F ET.3/61
64-IB/103 N.2501 Moratlas ET.1/64
314-Ve/21049 T-33AN GE.3/314
587100521 & 771/77071 C-470 Dakota 565
Mo, 26 and 57 Etendard IVM 11F
Mo.32 and 39 Falcon 10 SAL
14: G4=IC/111 N.2501 Noratlas ET.1/64
No.42 and B8 M3.760 Paris SEL
CP/38475 C-135F FAS
15: No.7 BR.1150 ERC [delivery to 23F)
16: 314-VGA1LT7472 T=313A GE. 3/314
8-NT/60 Mysters IVA EC.2/8 (overshoot)
156518/L0-10 & 157321/LO-21 P-3C Orion
UsHawy VP-565gn
158568/LP-9 P-3C Orion USNavy VP-4%5an
158571 /LN-46 P-3C Orion USHavy VE-455gn
21: HNo.997 Alouette ITITRME 225
C=3 F.2TM Troopship FHe thAF 33345gn
23 XK/81 N.2501 Noratlas GAM,S5&
62-00/127, -0Z2/109 N-2501 ET.2/62
BGJ Alouette II ALAT
CJ/312738 C-135F FAS

- A3 mentioned lastmonth,the Mirage 2000 made its

first £light from Istres on 10 March, which is
only 26 months after programme launch in Decem-
ber 1975,

The configuration of the Mirage 2000 is aresult
of themuch-discussed ACF (Avion de Combat Futur)
Drogramme., The ACF was finally cancelled as
being too expensive and Dassault turned up with
a much improved version of the Mirage III/V
Eype instead.

Although the design is nearly the same as from
its pradecessors, it got a complete new designa
tion to mark the new era in fighter alreraft i

ig to rapressnt. Short comingof delta wing a,.-'ck/
such as high landing speeds have done with. The
a/c has adopted the flv-by-wire system, has a
doubled climb-rate compared to the Mirage IIT
and a 3i1% wider range.

Five prototypes have been planned of which only
four will be funded by the French Alr Force,The
companies afo will be used for conversions to
possible future varlants for both national and
international reguirements. The third prototyvpe
is to be a dual version and is nlanned to make
it'se first flight early in 1979,

= The S5ileme Escadre de Chasse, based at Orange

recelved a new Escadron in January 1978, being
III/5 'Comtat Venalssin'.

Furthermore thiz EC {is now entirely sguipped
with the air-te-air refuelable version of the
Mirage F.1C. Henece all its alreraft carry e/n
in the 200-series,

A nise air-to-atr ghot of Mirage F.10 5-NE/48
of Feagdre 1/5 based at Orange. {F.Bigel)
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Under supervision of SIAI-Marchetti, a new
aircraft-factory is being build some 400kms from
Tripoli, Libya. Here some 100 SF-260 trainers
are to be assembled. This being halve the
SF-260s on order by Libya.

Earlier orders called for-some 20 a/c but now
200 are on order. The first 100 of which are
currently being delivered to the Libyan Air
Force directly from the factory at Sesto Calende
Next year the assembly in Lybia is to start.
In 1976 SIAI-Marchetti commenced the production
of the 'new' SF-260s. This a/c contained all
design improvements reflecting the experiences
gained from the a/c already in service. Since
that time there are three versions available
SF-260M (trainer), SF-260W (warrior) & SF-260SW
(sea warrior). '

The sales-record for the SF-260 at the moment
looks as follows: Belgium (34), Burma (10),
Comores (3), Dubia (1), Ecuador (12), Eire (10)
Italy (25), Libya (200) ,Morocco (2) ,Philippines
(48) , Singapore (16) ,Thailand (12) ,Tunesia (12)
Zaire (23) and Zambia (8).

To meet up with the demand, SIAI raised the
production—-rate to twenty aircraft per month.
Presently under development with SIAI-Marchetti
is the S$.211 light weight turbofan trainer. The
prototype of this S.211 is scheduled to fly in
1980.Although the design has not yet been fixed
it has much resemblance to the British Hawk.

Movements at Villafranca included:
Feb. 6: 6-13 and 6-23 F-104G 154Gruppo/6Stormo
SA-110/MM54410 G-91T/1 SVBAA

22558 C-12A USArmy

01260, 37804, 96582 C-130E USAF
XX768/BA, XX840/BZ Jaguar Gr.l/T.2 RAFG
Following F-104Gs of 154Gruppo/6Stormo
were based: 6-01,02,03,05,13,14,21,22
No.59 Nord 262D FAF

RM-32 S.208/M 300Gruppo/1RVR

6-02 and 6-03 F-104G 154Gruppo/6Stormo
6-01,02,12,22,24,25 F-104G 154Gruppo
36-43, 36-45 F-104S 156Gruppo/36Stormo
Starfighters of 3 Stromo on these days:
3-01, 02, 04, 05/MM6589,06/MME579
14/MM6504, 15/MM6546, 18, 19, 20/

21:
Mar.10:

14:

4
238
Noted
132nd Gruppo:
08, 09, 10,
MM6544
28th Gruppo:
35, 38, 37,

3-26, 27, 28, 2%, 30, 31, 32,
39, 40, 41, 44/MM6559, 46, 47

34,

- Movements at Istrana included:

Feb.17: SA-69/MM6369 & SA-78MM6428 G-91T SVBAA
71 MB.326 SBVIA
14-46/MM61893 C-47 8Gruppo/l4Stormo
4-4 F-104S 9Gruppo/4Stormo

Mar.17: 3-26/MM6651 RF-104G 28Gruppo/3Stormo

SA-59/MM6359 G.91T SBVAA
Noted Starfighters of 51Stormo onl7 March were:
22nd Gruppo: 51-02/MM6800, 51-03/MM6769, 51-04,
51-07 /MM6849, 51-11/MM6714,51-16,51-21/MM6739
155th Gruppo: 51-32/MM6841, 51-33/MM6788,51-34/
MM6792, 51-41/MM6741, 51-42/MM6847, 51-44/
MM6761, 51-46/MM6910
651SC: RT=-33A 51-78/MM53-5238, RT-33A 51-80/
MM53-5594 and T-33A 51-85/MM51-9030

Nato

- Mid May all [NATO's defence ministers are tomeet

again in Brussels. On this meetinga final deci-
sion is expected for the purchase of 18 Boeing
E-3A aircraft. That the AWACS-programme will be
funded ($1.9 billion) is almost certain. A very
interesting out-come of this meeting, however,
is where the main operating base will be.Germany
and Holland are the favourite countries.

United Kingdom

- On 30 January,

Puma HC.1l of 338gn, XW205/CB
crashed near Vgss, Norway. The helicopter par-
ticipated in exercise+'Artic Express'.

A second loss was a Jaguar T.2 from Lossiemouth
that crashed on 27 April. Both pilots were
killed®

Movements at Wildenrath included:

Feb.27: XV192 and XV293 Hercules C.1 LTW
58-97 DO-28D WGAF AKG-51
XW366/52 (3FTS) & XW316/64 (CFS) J.Provost
XS639 Andover E.l1 1158gn |
HR68-377 F-4E USAFE 50TFW
15610 UH-1H USArmy
XZ383/BC Jaguar Gr.l 17Sgn
D-5807 TF-104G RNethAF Volkel TCA

28:22300 UH-1H USArmy 22nd Aviation Company
70-55 UH-1D WGAF HTG-64

3: RS74-653, 68-527 F-4E USAFE
CH-05 C-130H Hercules BAF 15Wing
XX767/AU Jaguar Gr.l 14Sgn

5: 60783 UH-1H USArmy

Mar. S50TFW

The moét recent development in the perpetual Mirage-series is the 2000-version. Shown
here is the first prototype during evaluation tests which recently etarted. (AMD-BA)
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Mar. 6: 61161, 21682 UH-1H USArmy
5B-84 DO-28D WGAF LEXG-43
¥5603 Andover E.3 115S5gn
7: 35=H1 RF-4E WGAF AEG=31
EB-47 pO=-280 WAAF AKG-51
A-292 Alouatte III RNethAF GPLV
§: 38-37 and 38-73  F=d4F WEAR JABODG-36
%5646 Andover RAEstablishment
§: 21622 UH-1H USArmy Tlst Aviation Company
I1BD15 O-21A USArmy S6th Aviatien Company
FX-51 F-104G BAF 1Wing
58=-57'Bife]l Airlines' DO-Z8D WGAF JB-33
¥R525/AG Wessex HC.2 RAF T25gn
9: XV107 VC.10 105Sgn
13-TF /18693 T-33A FAF EC.13
KW269,/TE Harrier T.2 45gn
¥W2331,/0 Harriar T.2 384n
10: 24200 VC-140B Jetstar USAF BOMAW-OLA
JEVT2I/AG Wessex HC.2 725gn
KPESS/D, X5452/T Lightning F.3/T.5 115gn
S5B8-56 DO-28D WGAF JABOG=33
14: 37-5]1 and 38-6T7 F-4F WGAF JG=71
E8=-34 DO-28D WGAF JG-71
RT=654 & RT-&664 CF-104D EDanhF Esk.723
¥W7BE HE.125 €C.1 32Ban
15: EZ2678 CH=-47C Chinook UShrmy 295Av., Como
1702 and 1703 VFW=614 WGAF FBSS
XMZ221/0 Devon RAEstablishment
BE=69% and R-707 F-104G RDanAF Esk.72Z3
T1-00 DH=-1D WGAF HTG-64 /BAR
17: WR963 Shackleton AEW.Z BSgn
58-45 DO-280 WGAF JG-T1
KE3SB/L, XE363/% Jaguar Gr.l 41Sgn
ATBEL/V and XVSTO/Y Phantom FG.1 POTU
C5-01 HS5.748 Andover BAF 16Wing
20: FX=-69 and FX-72 F=-104G BAF 1Wing
26=44 F=104G WEAF JABOG-3]
71-86 UH-1D WGArmy HEWS
2l: XX496 Jetstream T.l METS
X5637 Andover €.1 CinC AFNE

- Official figures for RAF accidents in the yearg

1976 /1977 have been released, showing adramatic

drop in losges during 1%77. A 'loss' ls defined

a8 an accident in which the alrcraft was last,
damaged beyond repair ornot repairable on base.

Pixed wing losses for "77 wers 0,36 per 10,000

Flying hours.

19.01.76 Harrier, 2 fatalities, alrcrew error.
¥UT45 had a mid-air collision (with
what?} subseguently crashing. Problem:
~how doms a Gr.l have two fatalitieg??

12.03.76 Harrier, 1 fatalitiy, alirerew error.
Wide "R/0OB' 15gn. Crashed 1o Norway.

I0.04.76 Gnat T.1 (2 aircraft), 4 fatalities,
aircrew error. Among the dead in this
acclident was a USAF officer.

04.95.78 Hunter, 1 fatality, reason unknown.
XJ635/I crashed nesar Aberystwyth in
Wales - belonged to the TWU.

02.07.76 Jaguar, 1 fatality, reason unknown.
XXB22/RA 145gn
16.08.7%6 Hunter, 1 fatality, reason unknown.

XG191/24 TWU crashed off Brawdy.

27..08.76 Pura, B8 Fatalities, tachnical fault.
XW230/DM named 'Gresn Meenlie' crashed
in Belise.

15.09.76 Jaguar, 1 fatality, alrcrew error.Xx735
crashed at Eggebeck, W.Germany.

17.00.76 Jaguar, 1 fatality, reason unknown.
XX120 crashed off Samsoe Island,Denmark

08.10.76 Gnat 7.1, 2 fatalities, aircrew arrer,
XRO96 /66 4FTS crashed near Shawbury

25,02.77 Jaguar, 1 fatality, reason unknown.The
alrcraft involved is thought to heX2120

03.05,77 Canberra, 5 fatalities (3 of them civi-
lians), aircrew error, XH137 395gn
crashed into houses, the ecivilians
killed were childran.

14.06.77 Jaguar, 1 fatality, reason not yet
determined, XX978/DM

29.07.77 Jaguar, 2 fatality, reason not yer
determined, X¥148/M 2260CU crashed in
Northumberland.

31.10.77 Buccaneer, 1 fatality, reason not yet
determined (the pilot was a Royval Navy
officer}

If these are the only crashes that the RAF will

admit to - who are they trying to kid? These

figures only represent a few of the total
crashes,Perhaps they fool the members of parlia-
ment, but not aircraft spotters!

= Movements at Northolt included:

Feb. 1: 159363/IM CT=39G USMavy VR=-248gn
2: 141023 ©~131F USNawvy HAFMildenhall
3: XX367 Britannia C.l1 AARAEE

WU746 and XL953 Pembroke C.1 603gn
306 PA.31 Mavajo French Havy 23
7+ 5B=65 DO=2BD WGAF W=S=10
9: 50-8#6 Transall C-160D0 WGAF LTG-&1
10: XT487, XT772 Wesgex HU.5 7HlS5gn
143 C=5 and =11 F.27M ENethAF 3345gn.
15: 41-AR/94 Paris IIR PAF ElA.41
16: TC=67 C=130H Argentina AF
22: R2-WL/B9 ¥.2501 Noratlas PAF ET.62
141009 and 141023 C=131F USN WNAFM'hall
233 AO/92 WNord 262D FAF GAEL

United States of America
= 0n oocasion of delivery of the 100th A-10A,(76-

05532} to the USAF, +this aircraft officialy
sdopted the name 'Thunderbolt ITI'. It is named
after the famous P-47 Thunderbolt which created
a furore during World War ITI as a ground attack

fighter.

In +those days the Thunderbolt was nicknamed
"Jug'., It is most likely this nickname will be
paszad on to the A=10 az well. So from now on

we have the Pairchild A-10a Thunderbolt IT "Jug'.

On 17 April, a F-15 Eagle of 36TFW crashed into
the Morthsea., The pilot ejected safely and was
picked up by a British helicopter.

On 4 April an F-4 of the S2TFW ocrashed, killing
the two crewmen.

Some recent ‘accidents in the States involvds
GAG3-832]1 F-1053G on02.03.78; BAJI-0L48 RF=4C 3/
02.03.78; ED6E-0451 F-4E on 02,03.76 and MB70-
0988 A=-7D on 31.01.78. All a/c were written aff
and crashed in Mewvada,

'Wild Wegmeel' sgen gl George

GAf3=-332] P-1050 gz
(4. Wilderdighl

ARPE  pr 2 Novembaer I378.

Visiting Lakenheath on 7April were two brandnew
F-4Es of 57th FIS from Keflavik: 66-0314 and
66-0330. This makes the total of delivered F-4Es
to 57FI8 up %0 four as on i1 March the first
two, &86=326 and 66-334, were delivered.

Later this year, ancther change of eguipment
will take place at Keflavik as Det.l4/79thAEWaCS
will receive two E=3A% to replace their two
EC=-121T 'Connies': 23412, 23424, They used t!ﬁ!
operate three afc £1l1l 15.3 when 50121 ecaught
fire while taxiing to a take-off. The ailrcraft
burned out, its 17-man crew =acaped safely.

The deployment at Sculthorpe will be with 18
P-1050/F8 of 507th Tactical Fighter Group frem
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma. This deployment called
Coronet Oriole, will lagt from 9 £111 23 June.
8o far the official news about this year's
deployments, On the things overheard on  the
'rumours-field' we could write a book. There-
fors only the ‘'more' relyable ones: The F-4Cs
(Illinies ANG) for Coltishall have been shifted
to Ghedl (Italy)., Instead of this, the yearly
deployment of 18 F=105G '"Wild Weasels' of 35TFW/
George AFE should be ceming to Coltishall esarly
June .

Furthermora sarly May a deployment was to have
started with F-100s of Mizscurl ANG at Aviano,
Other USAF afc to come to the Europe are a-7a
and B-52s. Tha 23rd TFW 'Flying Tigers' from
England AFB with A-TD= will be coming back to
Lossiemouth again this year to try to duplicate
last year's victory in the RAF Tactical Bombing
Competition.

Aoecording to the latest information the B-52s
are now expected to arrive in the first week of
Jupe.” They are to arrive at Marham for a six
weeks stay and will enter the RAF Strike Command
Bombing Competition early July.
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F=58 Tigep II £n Swises AF markings while going through o test programme in the USA. (Northrnop: o,

Within one year a reconnaissance version of the
F-5E Tiger II 1&g schediled to make its first
flight. Recently the go-ahead was given for
developing such an BEF=5E version.

Production RF-5Es would he ready for delivery
to pustomers beginning in 1981, Potential sales
expectad by Northrop 1s  to reach 100 RF-5Es3
largely coming from the more than 20 nation=
that now operate P-5z, Modification and f£light
tezts of the RP-5E demonstration model, a‘con-
verted production F=5E, will be carried out at
the company's £light test facilities at Edwards
AFB, California.

More than 3,200 of the F=53/T-38 family have been
produced to 'date. Current oproduction rate of
thea F-5E and F-5F models is 12 to 13 per month.
Thig also includes the 13 F=5E and 6§F=5Fs being
asgemboled at Palmdale for the Swiss-Rir Force.
Serial numbers of these F-3E/Fs are: 76-1526
to 1538 and T&-1592 to 1587 resp. 5/n=s of the
51 examples to be assembled at Emmen ara: T6-
1539 and 1581,

Movements at Frankfurt included:
Mar. 3: 50-6Z C-160D Transall WGAF LTG-61
50023 C=130A AFRES/44QTAW
6t 6704 C-11BA Portugese AF
51=10 Transall C-160D WGAF LTG-61
T: &0-77 Transall C-160D WGAF LTG-61
B: 50-83 & 51-01 C=160D Transall WGAF
12: EAF=318 L.100=20 Hercules Euwait AF
13: 1539117/J00 C-98 UsSNavy VR-565gn
15: 50=86 Transall C-=160D WGAF LTG-61
16: 41659 C-130H 463TAW
002594 C-130B AFRES
145455/17 EA-3B Skywarrior USH WO0-25gn
158570/L8-42 P-3C Oricon USHawvy VP-458qn

17: 62-KQ/147 N.2501 Noratlas FAF ET.62
11=-03 C-140B Jetstar WGAF FBSS
182 10=04 B.T07-307C WGAF FBSS
Movements at Lakenheath included:
Jan. 9: D-B80%0, 8304 F-104C RMethnF 322/3235qn

19; 20-57 and 23-98 F-104G WGAF JABOG-31
23: E=3018 and K-3066 NF-5A RNethAF 3165gn
25: 37-37 and 38-29 F-4F WGAF JABOG-3&
26: K-4023 NF-5B RNethAF 3165gn

Feb, 1: 317-28 and 38-28 F-4F WGARF JG=74d

71 23-08 and 26-82 F-1046 WoHavy

B: 37-29 and 38=-45 F-4F WGAF JABOG-36

16: 104653 and 104810 CP-104D0/G CAF

17t 23=-19 and 26-72 F-104G  WGHavy MPG=2

MEG-2

Feh.23: 20=42 and 25-7% F-104G WEAF JABOG=31
26=68 and 26-82 FP-104G WeNavy MPG =2
37-28 and 38-10 F-4F WGAF JG-T74
1-16/MMES96 and I=-18,/MMG6611 F-104G IthAF
59=-23 DO-280 WGNawvy MFG-5

D-6668 & B281 P-104G HNethAF 311/31238qgn
20-68 and 25=05 P=1040C WGAE -\ TRABOG-=32
i1 37-19 apnd 38-43 F-4F WGAF JG-71

26=07 and 23-29 P-104G JRBOG=31

23-81 and 21-19% F-104G WGAF JABOG=33
On 29 March an F-111F wag struck by lightning
as it prepared to land at Lakenheath. Unfortuna-
tely, the escape capsule-parachute failed to
open and the two crew=-members got killed.

This made the USAF announceé on April & that all
F-111s would be grounded pending an 1lnvestiga-
tion. Bearing in° mind +the grounding of the
F=111s hecause of cracks in engine casgeg, ane
can hotleoe that the P=11I1 didn't ztart this year
very lucky.

For this reason the exchange with 3125gn/RNethAP
from Volkel has been postooned till August.
Movements at Mildenhall included:

Dec.31: 20017 C-5A 436MAW (ex alMAW)

Mar.

as E% 4% BE EE
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Jan.13: 104865 and 104891 CP-104G CAF 1gt O88
58-21 DO=-2BD WGAF JABOG-31
24: RF=4C §8=0553 in pleces for frelghting

ta the Statesa
10364 HH-53C (del, ex 3IJARRS/Kadena AB)
Fab. 2: 37867 C-130F AFRES/313TRG
: TESB9 KC-135A Hg.SAC

I0: 21=18 and 21=1% F-104G WGENAvy MFG=2
133068 and 133542 CT=-33 CAF 1stCEG

Id4: 22564 C-12a USArmy (delivery=-flight]

19: 158227 RP-3D Orion VXN-8S5gn [project
Magnet, on trials for one month opera-
ting from the hall)

20: D-5B01 TFP-104G RNethRF (cvershoot)

2d: 91528 C-130B W.Virginia BNG
104661, 104821, 104832 CF-104D/Ga CAF

30548 EC-121T T9AEWECS
253 157013 /AJ507 A-BE Intruder USN VA-355an

76: 63612 KC-135A ¥, Hampshire ANG
Mar. 1: 16D141/AJ704 S-3A Viking USKN VS-24San
2: 160014/0B KC-130R USMC VMGR-352
104737 and 104822 CF-104G CAF
7: 21RLB UH=-1H USArmy Hg.SHAPE
10: 22-14 and 28-22 T/F-104C WGNavy MFG-1
104658, 104743, 104830 CF-104D/Gs CAF
4X-FRT/435 C-1308 IDF/AF .
11: 77-22931 C-12A USArmy {dalivery-fquht%



- Movements at Ramstein included:
Mar. 1: D-8257,8047,8282,8091 F-104G RNethAF
WB534 Devon C.2 RAF 207Sgn
34-59 G-91T WGAF WS-50
35-06 RF-4E WGAF AKG-51
32-38 and 32-71 G-91R WGAF LEKG-43
71-36 UH-1D WGAF HTG-64
FC-05 TF-104G BAF 10Wing
FT-03 and FT-17 T-33A BAF
©10: 13-TC/14284 FAF EC.13 T-33A
58-56 DO-28D WGAF JABOG-33
RT-657 and 664 CF-104D RDanAF Esk.723
SA-111/MM54411, -116/MM54416 G-91T ItAF
VP965 Devon C.2 RAF 207S5gn
C-1 F.27M Friendship RNethAF 334Sgn
20: ZR68-563 and 68-568 RF-4C USAFE 26TRW
91523 KC-135Q 100ARW
27-39(-) and 28-02(WS-10) TF-104G WGAF
50-62 C-160D WGAF LTG-61
99-35 Canberra B.2 WGAF MGA-KOln
37-78 and 37-94 F-4F WGAF JABOG-35
71-83 UH-1D WGArmy HFWS
CS-01 HS.748 Andover BAF 15Wing
BD-08 Mirage 5BD BAF
BT75-088(red) F-15B Eagle 36TFW
28: LN74-178 and 74-181 F=111F 48TFW
HR68~-534 (b/w) F-4E 50TFW
BT76-026(y) ,76-033 (y) F-15A Eagle 36TFW
ZR68-599, 68-568, 68-607 RF-4C 26TRW
ZR69-368, 69-371, 69-365 RF-4C 26TRW
30-QC/29973 T-33A FAF EC.30
38-46, 37-62 and 37-78 F-4F WGAF JB-35
58-94 DO-28D WGAF JABOG-35
27-41 TF-104G WGAF JABOG=34
C=8 F.27M Troopship RNethAF 334Sgn
D-8280 & 8281 F-104G RNethAF 311/312Sgn
31: SP64-741, 63-513, 63-596 F-4C 52TFW
25-74 and 23-29 F-104G WGAF JABOG-31
FX-26 and FX-65 F~104G BAF 10Wing .
61-2Y/159 Transall C-160F FAF ET.6]
ZR6B8=-595 and 69-366 RF-4C 26TRW
The based UH-1N 956608 made an emergency landing
at Roderhof on the B.40 between Alzey and Kai-
serslautern on 20 March.

In Flash's latest column 'On 2nd Thought' of Nr.88
some additions were given to the MLD artcile.These
included the hangar collapse at Catania, Sicily,
in October 1964, As areaction to this we received
from Frank Elzinga some photos of this fatal in-
cident. The photos show V161 and V171 which were
both repaired later on. Both photos were made on
5 November.

West Germany

In close co-operation with the Luftwaffe the
Gaerman air industries are engaged in many Re-
search-, test- & development-programmes.
Erprobungsstelle 61 at Manching has taken over
all prototype and pre-production Tornados from
Panavia. All six are now being tested on their
operational value and capabilities. Regs.:
98-01/P11, 98-02/P13, 98-03/Pl6, 98-04/P01,
98-05/P04 98-06/P07. This is the final stage
of the Tornado test programme.At last one would
say as the programme was given governmental go
ahead eleven years ago.

On 21 -April the first production Alpha Jet was
delivered to the Luftwaffe for test evaluations.
This, 0001, is now with ES-61 and subsequently
received the reg. 98-33. o
Recently a third test flight was completed with
F-104G 23-91. This a/c is equipped as a Control
Configured Vehicle-instruments. Meaning it has
a fly-by-wire system linked to a computer. With
this system the o0ld avionic rules necessary for
the stability of an aircraft have become super-
fluous. Instead the computer gives electronic
impulses to the flaps and rudders in order to
keep the aircraft in a stable position. These
three flights were the second part of the
CVV-programme conducted by MBB which was started
late 1976. Totally 10 test flights will be
made with this F-104G.

From a military point of view, the Hannover Air
Show was not what one calls 'really hot'. = The
entire German Air Force was represented as well
as an Eagle from Bitburg, two Tornados, twq&#
Alpha Jets, a Fantrainer and an Atlantic.

This is roughly what was to be seen at Hannover
from 26 April till 4 May. - Nevertheless ILA
(Internationale Luftfahrt Ausstellung) is always
a very good opportunity for the German air indu-
stry to exhibite it's programmes & new develop-
ments. A report on ILA'78 and a closer look at
the German air industry will be published in
our next issue. Please be a bite patient...

First prototype
of the Fantrati-
ner, developed
and built by
Rhein-Flugzeug=-

bau. Pregently
on' triale: for
the Luftwaffe as
posstible P.149D
Piaggto replace-
ment. (VEWFokker)

For the competition between the candidates for
the replacement of the Piaggio P-149Ds of WS-50,
the Luftwaffe can consider the own-developped
Fantrainer. The first example, 98-30 c/n 01 ,was
recently handed over by Rheine-Flugzeugbau for
evaluations by the Luftwaffe. Other candidates
for this replacement include the T-34C Turbo
Mentor which was recently demonstrated to the
Luftwaffe.
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by Ben J.Ullings/Aviation Photos Internatlonal

HAS LeMoopre — officlially named Resves Fleld - was

commissioned on & July 1961.

IIII-I'I\tﬂ recent constructien makes the fileld one of
he most modern bases in the States and its

design matches all aspects of today's military

jet operations.

The station covers anarea of 30,000acres of which
11,000acres are not navy owned but instead are
under air easement contract These do not permit
any permanent Iiving guarters beling raised while
any other structures are limited to a height of
a maximum of 25 feet,

hround the field a 2-3 miles wide green belt was
astablished to awvold future conflicts due to
urban development.

A six miles drive is regulired to hridge over the
distance between the maingate and the operational
areas which are situated in between 2 parallel
rinways of 13,500 feet esach. This runway concept
enables avery hiih movement frequency by devoting
one runway to take offs and the other to landings.
A lot of fuel is saved as both taxiing and waiting
time for take off are minimised.LeMoore's capacity
results 1n freguent wisits by navy alrocraft from
other stations using a wide range of carrier
navigation aids available for training purposes.

During USA's Wietnam involwvement LeMoore was thea
world's drd busiest airfield, housing up to 28
.Elquﬂ-.‘}rons at the same time. The LeMoore community

shared heavily in the toll of the conflict loosing
many of it's pileots 4in attack operations over
enemy territory.

Some 45 minutes spent at the threshold of one of
the runways made clear that LeMoore still is a
pusy place. A trip via - all the aprons proved
this even more.

LeMoore's station flight operates several Us-=2
Trackers.Next to it's parking is LeMoore's search
and rescue unit, world famous since the inveolva=-
ment in the disasster movie 'Towering Inferno'.

L WA R

Miseion Ainstructions are received from the Alr
Force rescue coordination centre at Scott AFE;ILll.
Tha millions of people wvisiting the National
Parks in the Sierra Wevada, yvearly account for a
large number of mountaln rescuss.

Threa sfuadrons are permanently based at LeMoore:

NVA-122: Showing the best variation of aircraft
including A-7C & E versions as well as some im-
maculate T-28s and a T-39D0 in yellow and blue
markings which mist be the best applied on any
Sabreliner.
This sguadron is assignad with RB-7 training
including flying navigation tactics, Weapon
delivery and carrier gualification particulary
for A-7 pilots.

VA-125: Has a more extensive task being training
of all Pacific Pleet jet atkack pllots for which
A=-7A and B wersions are used.

VA=127: Is & readiness instrument training sgn
with alr combat manceuvring adversary training
as . a second miszsion, ooerating RA-4Fs and Th-dJds.

Only four fleet squadrons were at home at the

time of my wvisit:

VA=25 Firet of the Flest VA=07 Warhawks

Va=-27 Royal Maces VA-192 Golden Dragons

Other units homebazed at LeMoore are:

VA-22 PFighting Redcocks VA-146 Blue Diamonds

VA=-94 BShrikes VA=147 Jasone

VA=113 Stingers YA-195 Dambusters

VA-56 and VA-93 are forward based units stationed

at NAS Atsugi, Japan an embarked on koard USS

Midway cperating A-TA.

Many thanks are dued to LeMoore's public affairs
office for their excellent support 1in compiling

this articla.
Hﬂi-_,_g---'-T:'-nZ;Ji 1.




In September 1974, 229th Operational Conversion
Unit (OCU) moved from its relatively comfortable
home of RAF Chivenor, to one of the more remote
and decidedly chilly airfields used by the Royal
Air Force: RAF Brawdy. Not a particulary signifi-
cant event in aviation history vyou might think,
but in itself the unit is unique, as it operates
a fast disappearing aircraft, the Hawker Hunter.

e

. The move symbolised a change of rfle as well as
name. The significance of the Tactical Weapons
Unit (TWU) lies in the training of pilots,not for
a particular type of aircraft, but for training
pilots who will go on to fly the Lightning, Har-
rier, Phantom, Buccaneer and Jaguar. Rocketry,
bombing, ground attack, air interception and
weapons delivery are all part of this specialised
training programme.

R T e S

E BAE'S TACTIE

Three flying squadrons, numbers 63, 79 and 234
make up the TWU. Although the squadrons are re-

cognised as such, aircraft are no longer svecifi- by Barm
cally assigned, but are drawn from a central pool ”Tﬁg%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁgr'
of available machines: a change which has put an “iﬁﬁ%%%%ﬁﬁﬁéﬁgg%

end to individual squadron marking on the aircraft.
When they are repainted, only the TWU crest will
appear on the fuselage side below the cockpit.
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Three mark of Hunters are flown: the F.6A, FGA.9 . *
and twin seat T.7, These are all in standard ca- . o
mouflage and individually coded on the nose wheel . : : -
door and tail. Experimental markings have been ;%%%%g%%%y' o %@%@5
applied to two aircraft. One has a dayglo tail and Ei*ﬁgi&%f%i%tagﬁfiwgQ@%éﬁ wfg% .
wing tips, while the other is in white. It is ?%ﬁ%fﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁg' L

o
thought that this might enable students to see ;
low flying aircraft more easily.
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The unnumbered standard sgquadron of the TWU has

on charge 3 Jet Provost Td4s and 2 Gloster Meteors
coded '01-05". The Meteors, a camouflaged F.8
('01') and a grey T.7 ('02¥%) are used as target

[ 1 ' i ujga%%*sﬁz“;giﬁﬁg%%wmg;
tugs. The Jet Provosts '03' & '04' (camouflaged) .
and '05' (red and white) are used for familiari- ¢ e
sation training and also training. Forward Air s e

Controllers (FACs). XS177, the red and white Jet
Provost is soon to be withdrawn from service. Al-
ready it has very low airframe hours, and is not
to be repainted: nor does it carry its alocated

63 squadron

code. National Lifeboat Institute, its main role is to
229 OCU was not the only squadron to be on the provide search and rescue facilities for military
move. Brawdy is also home to a detachment of 22Sqgn aircraft.
'D' Flight, who moved northwards from St.Mawgan It has been decided to phase out the Hunter
in Cornwall. At any time there are three Whirl- during the next 2 - 3 years.To counter this move,
wind HAR.10s on strength. As one undergoes main- a new type of aircraft - the British Aerospace
tenance at the home base of Finningley,two will be (HSA) Hawk - has begun to arrive at Brawdy to
operational at Brawdy.The aging Whirlwind however, . replace them. It is expected that 26 Hawks will be
is soon to be retired to make way for the SeaKing operational with the TWU by September 1978. Al-
HAR.3. Although a large part of 'D' Flight's time though to date only instructors are being familia-
is taken up with helping civilian authorities,such rised with this type. Those pilots trained at RAF
as Mountain Rescue, Coastguards and the Royal Valley (4FTS/CFS) on the Hawk will receive further
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234 squadron

training on the same type of aireraft at Brawdy.
This is aunigue situation,zs most pilots cemplete
thelr initial training on one type of alrcraft,
handle another aircraft for weapons training and
then go on to fly soma thing guite differsnt.

Thers are two main courses offered by the TWU.The
first lasts for 16 weeks, covers all of those
specialised arts mentioned abowve, and is intended
for those pilots who have completed their initial
training on Jet Provosts,Hunters,Hawks and Gnats.
The second course takes the form cof a refresher
for pilots returning from fround or staff posts,
whe need to return to full efficiency. Its dura-

tion 1is half that of the first coursae, and most
of those pilots will go on to senior posts with
active sguadrons and bases.

The TWU 4is not able to offer training to active
units and only acts on its own behalf. Of course,
like all rules, this has exceptions, foreign
exchange pilots and Army FACs have been known to
benefit from such courses in the past.

All courses are at present flown from Brawdy. De-
gpite Brawdy's notoriety for inclement weather,
where it disrupts schedules, the flying orogramme
is not transferred to another base,Night stops at
other bases are only made when alrcraft become
unserviceable, or when a small group are engaged
on some specialised training. or need to use a
distant wWeapons range.

Should the Roval Ady Force ever ba put on a Wiar
footing, the three 'shadow' sgquadrons operating
with the TWU could be mobllized into part of the
fighting force, The flying of +thosa airecraft
would fall to the instructors. Air to air combat
training takes place now in readiness for such ap
evantuality. The instructors make the 'attack' as
the enemy and the puplls prepare +to £light back.
In fact you could say that the BAF has its own
aggreasor training force.

There 4i& onpe other pressing preblem that the
TWD iz having to face: & new type of target tug
ig needad fairly urgently. An obvigus solution
for this would be to use the cbsolete Hunter, an
alrgraft already having to fulfil duties when the
Metecors are grounded. Unhappily this splution has
one disadvantage - 1t will hasten the retirement
from service of the Meteor, (whose spare parts are
even now virtually unobtainable) a much loved
aircraft, and forerunner of the jet age.

However - to leave on a more cheerful and posi=
tive note: the future seems bright, with definite
plans to form an off shoot of the TWU at Iossie-
mouth later in 19%7§. It has still to be decided
whathar this will remain part of the TWU, or
form a seperate unit. Despite lack of cooperation
from the weather which disrupts training courses,
a complete move from Brawdy seems unlikely.

Alrcraft attached to the TWU (late '77/early "78)
Hunter F.6g%

XEGO6/11, XE6DE/12, XEG2T/S13, XE633/14, KF382/15
XF418/16, XF439/17, XFS515/18, XF516/19, XG152/20
XE158/21, ¥G160,/22, ¥GL72/23, HMCE194/25, X&147/26
XG225/27, XG226/28, XJIE34/29, XJ637/30, XJ633/31
¥J6T6/32, HK141/33, XK149/34, MEESE/35, XG164/36
Hunter FGR.3:

XG261/40, XJ686/41, XK137/42, XF431/43, XF519/744
XKG252/745, XGI0T/40, XF419/47, HBSH2/48, HWG151/49

XGl94 /8, NTERE/E, XES4A/C, XPI76/D, NG2IE/E
XESOT/F, HFE24/C, XGI51/H, XE138/I, NG155/43
HG254 /K, HF435/L, XEG154/M, XK140/N, HJI687/0
XEG49/P, XP446/0, XESS2/R  XFSLL/S, NGIG4/T

XFdle/u, XFP442/V, HKJEB3SK, HJIG95/2

Hunter T.7:

XL576/81, XL577/82, XLS72/83, XL592/84, XL569/85
XL5B7/B6, XLELE/B7, XL623/88, NL5STR/31, XX467/92
HF310/93, XL61%9/94, XLE17/95, XLS93/96, XX466/97
XL595/98, XL571/99
Jet Provost T.d:

XPE4T /03, XP564/04, #5177/~ (allocated '05' but
not carriad)

Meteor:

VEdE?fﬂl (F.B) and WAGES/02 (T.7)

Hawk T. ]
xxlﬂ&flﬂl. XX187/102, XX1BB/103, XX180/105
XX191 /1406, XX199/114

Note: XX1B9/104 was still with the manufacturers
at the time of my visit - as vet no confirmation
of delivery.

A problem for spotters! In one of the Hunter han-
gars, the nose of '13' (XEG27) is belny mated with
the tail of '23' (XG172). At present it carries
}hexggg%al XG172, but the majority of the aircraft
5 .

My grateful thanks go to Group Captain B.J.Lemon
M.B.E.; A.F.C. (Commanding Officer) and his statf
at Brawdy, particularly Flt.Lt.C.R.Grimmer (Cem-
munity Relations Officer] for theilr genergus as-
ssistance in making this article possible.
All photos were taken at Brawdy early February and
can ba ordered with Flash Fhoto Service.
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The higtory of the Balgian army air foree,
compiled by Frank HKlaazsen; with thanks to
hAdjudant Moerman, Leo Spiessens and others

You may recall from +the August 1876 issue; in
which we started khe series on the. Balgian Air
Force, that on the 31st of October 1810 General
Hellehauts installed a committesa that was to stu-
dy the possible ereation of an air arm. Eventual-
ly this committee came to positive advise and on
5 May 1911 the first Belgian militarv aircraft, a
Farman type 'Circuilt EBEurcnéen' arrived at the air
field of Brasschaat-Folygoon. And Lf it shouldn't
have been for a fatal acecident that day which
costed the army her aircraft and one of her flve
pllota, ..

Anyway, we extensively discussed the resurrection
of the alr force in earlier issues; let's pick up

the story in 1947, on the 3Ist July whern the’

369th Escadrille Air Observation Post was esta-
blished at Brasschaat. Thiz sguadron, though of
the air force, operated on behalf of the army. &
number of ex-RAF Austers wersa acguired to equip
this and a planned second ROP unit. The 15th es-
cadrille (redesignated that way in 194B) was in-
deed joined by a esister unit in September 1953,
This léth aguadron Air OP took her home-at Butz-
weileghof in Germany.

On 1 April 1%54 the two Adr OF sguadrons were tra-
neferred to the armv. Being regular army 'property
now, the General Staff asseigned the 15th escadri-
lle to the Binnenlandse Strijdkrachten (Home For-
ces) and the 16th to the 16th Armoured Division.
In June and July 1956 the 17th and 1Bth escadril-
les were formed and then a2ll major army units in
Garmany had their own £lying obsarvation posts:
the 17th Esc went to Werl (lst Infantry Division)
and the 18th Esc toMerzbriick (the lst Army Corps).
In the meantime the Austers had been prograssive-
ly replaced by Piper L.18C Super Cubs. And Uncle
Sam was generous when he provided Belgium with
Pipera: in the frame of the Military Defence As-
glstance Program the army received no less than
150 aircraft for her four escadrilles. The Pipers
were delivered i1in a yellow colour scheme; at
firet it was tried to militarize them by aprplying
large roundesls, but that appeared mnot to: solve
the problem of camouflage. The 255th Ordonnance
Cie thus palnted them all brown and green.

When the ezcadrilles had besn eguipped, tha ra-
serve stocks calculated, it could be ascertained
that the Mmericans had overdone it a bit; ax a
result a number of Piper Cubs were re-assigned to
Holland and Denmark. The superflucus aircraft we-
re assembled at Wevelgem, from where they were to
“

—BELGIAN LIGHT AVIATION-

be fiown to thelr new homes. Ho sweat  for =t
ones going to Holland, but the Brasschaat-Kopen=
hagen tourl?! Anyway, on T May 1957 the sixteen
vellow Pipers reached Vaerldgse after six hours in
the alr, with stops at Twenthe and Hamburg. Quite
an achievement, takihg in account that the air-
craft lacked any radio-egquipment.

Follewing the declsion that the Piper Cubs were
to be supplanted by the 5o more versitale heli-
copter, the first threse Alouette IIs arrived in
October 1559; they were assigned to the le6th es-
cadrille. Yat, in May 1960 they were all three
neadly packed in erates, put inside C-119s and
transported to Ruandi-Buruhdi in Afrfica to main-
tain law and order there. But more Alouettes ar-
rived sgpon. And apart from the constant flow of
new helicopters the Light Aviation alsoc received
her first Dornier DO=-27s and this of course tock
a lot of work out, Both pilots and malntenance
crews had to be retrained, the number of them to
be increased, And let alone the logistice problem
The Piper Cub could do with less than a jerry-=
can of fuel per hour; tools were simple ‘and the
number of exchangeable parts limited. The Alouette
on -the other 'hand was a mass consumer of the
new JF-4 fuel and the number of apares to keep ig
stock went up from some hunderds to thousands.
Due +to the arrival of so many new alrcraft and
the need to train more and more pilots, the orga-
nization of the Light Aviation had tobe adjusted.
With this reprganization (in 1964) the 15th esca-
drille lozt the number 15 and becams Schoolesca-
érille of the Light Aviation, training pllots for
the Piper Super Cub,the Alouette and the Dornier;
theitr asgignment €0 the Home Forces wWas never-
theless continued, The Dornier DO-27s, which had
been spread over the four flying units so far,
were gathered in the 16th squadron, which at the
game time became attached to the 1lst Army Corps.
The 17th and 18th esscadrilles were re-assigned tao
the léth and let Divisions respectively.

Early 1968 the Rijkswacht (3tate Police) acguired
gome Alouette Ils for patrol duties; until then
the Rijkswacht had used the services of the Light
Aviatien. The Schoolescadrille was redesignated
School of the Light Aviation in 1973, the same
year in which the Rijkswacht received her f£irst
5A=330 Puma. Like the Alouettes these helicopters
were taken care of by the Light Aviation &t
Brasschaat. In 1877 the Do-27s were replaced by a
number of BN Islanders.

In next month's episode we'll deal with some of
these issues more extensively, but now it 1s time
te turn to the alrcraft that have seen service
with the 'Lichte Vliegwezen': the Auster, Piper
Super Cub and Dornier,



AUSTER AOPmk. 6
In 1547 delivery of
started; the alircraft had been acguired for

the first batch of Austers
the
alr force's 389th sguadron at Brasschaat, but
gince this field was under reconstruction they

vere storad at Wevelgem for a time. A few were
based at Schaffen to provide flying training fac-
ilities. On 4 December 1930 the £firgt Ruster
crashed on the occasicon of the ceremony of BSaint
Barbara, patrones of the Artillery: during the
fly-past two aircraft collided, In 1952 the firet

Piper Buper Cubs arrived; but it lasted ti111 1956
that tha last Augter was withdrawn from use,

E=1 c/n 2816 ex RAF-VT377 was delivered on & May
1947

A=3 o/n 2B1B ex RAF VT379 4/d 8.8.47 bacame 00-
FOA after withdrawal; presently it is stored
in the alr force museum in Bruasels

A-7 o/n 2820 ex RAF VT8l d4d/d 12.B.47 to CO-FDB
gtored in the mugeum

/5 o/n 2824 ex RAF VT9B8 d/d 18.8.47 to OO-FDC

) gstored in the museum

2-9 ¢/p 2817 ex RAF VT978 d4/d 18.8.47 to CO-FDD
gtotred in the museum

A-11 c/n 2826 ex RAF VT390 d/d 6.10.47 to OC-FDE

presently diesplayed in the museum
A-12' ofn 2827 ex RAF VI% 1 | 4/d°6.10.47 ko CO-FDF
A=-13 c/n 2825 ex RAF VT389 d/d 20.9.47 to oo-FoG
R=-15 c/n 2834 ex RAF VT935 d/d 5.11.47 to CD-FDH
presently displayed -at Brasschaat
A=16 o/n 2815 ex RAT VIT996 d/d 25.11.47 o 00-FDI
presently displayed in the ‘air force museum
A-17 o/m 28312 ex RAF VT993 4/d 14,11.47 to OO-FDJ
stored in the museum
A-18 c/n 2831 ex RAP VT992 d/d 28,11.47 to DO-FDE
#=22 o/mn 2816 ex RAF VT957 d/d 27.11.47 to OO-FODL
gtored in the museum
The remaining nine Austers are cofn 2815/VTS76,
ZBY9/VT9R0, 2821/VTY82, ~2B22/VT983, 2823/VT9E4,
2828/VTHES, 2829/VTOE6, 2830/VT987 and 2833/VT94

PIPER I-18C SUPER CUB

In 1970 the cheervatien aireraft Piper Buber Cub

L-18C was withdrawn from army service, s&tored at

Brasgschaat and subseguantly scld to  civil users,

Some commemorable facts: On 30 July 1357 the first

military free-=fall parachute jump wazs made from a
C, the L=76. And worth mentioning are of course
e asrobatic performances of the nine '"Pipettes’

with their attractive ballet,

The 150 Pipers are:

OL-L0O1 S51-15574(1574)

OL~-L0OZ 51-15575([1575)

OL=L03 51-15572(1572)

OL-L04 51-15573(1573) OO-HSC,to ODO-EIW - current
OL=LG5 52=2376(1976) D=-EDCI-- ourrent

OL=L0O6 53-4680(3080) at MNairobi . on 07.06.76
OL-LO7 53-4681(3081)

OL-L08 S53-4682(3082)

OL-L0OY  53-4683(3083) 1in '67 to D-ELQY - current
OL=-L10 53-4684(3084) D-ECBE,to D-EFOC = current
OL-L11 53-46B5(3085) D-EARER - current

OL-L12 53-4686{3086)

OL-L13 53-4687(3087) 0O-FER

OL-Ll14 53-4688(3088) LN=-LJJ

OL-L1I5 53-5689(3089)

OL-Ll& S53-469%01(3090)

OL=L17 53-4691(3091)

OL-L18 53-4692(3092)

OL~-1.19 53=4693(3093)

OL-L20 53-4694(3094)

OL=-L21 53=4695(3095)

OL-L22 53-4696(309%6)

OL-L23 53-4697(30%7) D-BHCC

OL-L24 53-4698(3098)

OL-L25 53-4699(3093) D-EAUD

OL=L26 53-4700(3100)

OL-L27 53-4701(3101) at Nairobi on 07.06.71

OL-L28
OL-L29
OL=L30
OL-T:31
OL-L32
OL-L33
QL-L34
OL=L35

OL-L36
OL-L37
OL-L38
OL-L39
QL=-L40
OL~-L41
OL-L42
OL=L43
OL-L44
OL-L45
OL-L46
OL~LA47
OL-L4 B
OL-L4%
OL-L50
CL-L51
OL~L52
OL=L53
OL=T54
OL=L55
OL-L5é
OL=L57
OL~L58
OL~-L59
OL=L&0
OL~Lb1
OL-L& 2
OL~L.63

OL~L&4
OL-L63
OL-L&S
OL-LE7
OL-L6SE
OL-L6&Y9
QL=L710
OL-L71
OL=-L7 2
OL=-L73
OL-L74
OL=L75
OL-L7&
OL-L77
OL-L7%
OL-L73
OL=LE0
OL-LA1
OL-L82
QL-L83
OL-LA4
OL-LB5
OL-LAG
OL-LBY
OL-LE8

OL-18%9
OL=L530
OL=L4%1

OL~1.92

OL~L93

OL=L494

o e = ."\aﬁ‘_"".;'
53-4702{3102)
53-4703¢3103)
53=4704(3104)
53-4705(3105)
53=4706(3106)
53-4707¢3107)
53-4708(3108)
53-4709(3109)

53=4710(2110)
53=4711(3111})
53-4712(3112)
53-4713(3113)
53-471403114)
53-4715(3115)
531-4716{3118&)
53=4T17(3117)
53-4718({3118}
53-4719(3119)
53-472013120)
53-4721{3121)
S53A=-4 T2 {I3122)
53-4723(3123)
93=4724¢3124)]
53-4725(3125)
53-4726(3126)
53-472313127)
53-4728(3128)
53-d725(3123)
53-4730(3130)
53-4731(3131)
53-4732(3132)
53-4733({3133)
53=4734(3134)
53-4735(3135)
53-4738(3138)
53-4737(3137)

B3-4738(3128)
53-4739(3139)
53-4740(2140)
53=-4741(3141)
53=4742(3142)
33=4743(3143)
53-4744(3144)
23-4745(3145)
55-4746(3148)
53=4747(3147

53-4752(3152

53-4753(3153)
53-4754(3154)
53~4755(3155)
53-4756(3156)
53-4757(3157)
53=4758(3158)
53-4758{315%)
53=-4760(3160)
53=-4761(3161)
S3-4762(3162)
53-4763(3162)
53-4748(3148),
53=4749{3149)
53-4750(3160)

53-4751 (3151)
5E3-4764(3164)

53-4765[3165)

93=4766(3166)

53-4767(3167)
53-4768(3168)

G

-

D=EDOQ - surrent
LN=I1JK = purrent
LN=-LJL = ourrent

OO-GDE - Ccurrent

LN-BEE, to SE-CLF in 1975~
current

on 4,8.61 to PH-WAM-current
O0=DEE = current

D=ENEC - current

D-ELCU - current

D-E

D=ECBA

LM=IJI = current
D=-EOAR, to LX-ATM - current

early *'71 to LN-LJIM-current
CO-GDG = current

B=EETU = current
D=EBFU - current

D=EHTR - current

O0=GDH - current
IN-LJH = gurrent
LN=-IJG - current

B-BMCD{ntu) ; to D-EHCD -,
current

early "7l to IN-LJN-current
O0=MEV - current
D=EFQG = current

D=EAUS - current
in 1970 to 00=-ACK - current

LN-UXP

D=ERXKE = current
D=-EHOS - ourrent

in 1970 to D=-EBFC -current
O0=-FBA ,to F-BVOE - current
written off on 22.5.68

to Brussels museum-current
R.Dan.AF &6=-551, ¥=-651 and
burnt out at Vanpdel on 20.
4.688 during a hangar-fire,
R.Dan.AF 66=652, to ¥-652
B.Dan.AF 66-653, to Y=653
crashed at Avod on B.E.60
R.Dan . AF E6-654, to ¥Y=634
burned out on 20.4.688(Vd1l)
R.Dan.AF 66~655, to ¥-5635
burned out at Kastrup of
27 .d.867

R.Dan,.AF G66-656, to Y=65B
burned out on 20,.4.68{Val)
R.Dan.AF &6-85T7, to ¥Y=637
crashed Okslund on 9.11.60
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OL-1L98
OL=L3%
oL-L100
OL-L101
OL=-L102
OL-L103

CL=L104
oL=-LLIO5

QL-L10A
CL-LIOTY
OL-L1CAH

OL-L103

OL-L110E

OL=L111

OL=-L112

OL-L1L3
OL-LELA
DL-L115
OL-LLLG
OL-LLL1T
OL=Lil8

OL=L1l49
OL-LY20
QL=-L13l
OL-L122
OL-LL2Z3
OL-L124
OL-LLZ5
OL-LL26

5324769 (3169)

S3-4770(3170)

L

=47 L{ILTL)
53-4T772(3172
53=4TT3(3173)
S3I=4TT4(31T4)
53-4775(3175)
53-4776(3178)
53=-4777(3177)

53=-4778(3178)
53=4779(3179)

53=4780(3180)
53-47B1 (31BL1)
53=4782(3182)

53=4783(3183)

53-4784{3184)

53=4785(31835)

53-4786(318a)

534787 (3187)
53=-47AR(31B8)
53-4789(318%9)
53-4700(3180)
53-4791(3191)
53-4702(3192)

53=-479313193)
53=-4794(3134)
33=47495(3135)
53-4796(3194)
53—-4797(3197)
53-4798(3198)
53-4799(3199)
53-4800(3200)

R.Dan,.AF AR-658; ko ¥=-658
burned cut on 20.4.68 [(Vvdl)
R.Dan.pF G6-659, to ¥Y-655
burned out on 20.4.68(V4l)
R.Dan.AF E6-660, wo ¥-E60
burned out on 20.4.68(V4l)
R.Dan.AP &€6-661, & Y=661
burned out on 20,4.68(vdl)
B.Dan.AF G6=652, +o Y-hG6Z
burned out on 20,.4.68(vdl)
BR.Dan.AF 86=653, to Y-G6&3
burned out on 20.4.68({vdl)
RiDan.AF 66=664, to Y-664
burned oubt an 20.4.88(vdl)
R.Can.AF E&=-G65, wo ¥Y-6635
burned out an: 20,.4.681(V4]1)
R.:Dan.AF 66-666, to Y-6GG
burned ouk on 20.4,.88(V4dl)
F.Neth . AF as R=80

R.Neth ,AF as R-B1, on 29.
11.67 tao PH=ALM - current
BE:Neth.AF as R-BZ

B.Nath .AF as ERE=83,PH-VCV
B.Neth.AF as R-B4, to +D-
ECQA = murrent

R.Neth.AF as BR-85; on 7.12
67 to PH-JFF, damaged an
7.8.68 nr. Winterswiik and
parts to PH-VCD

R.Neth.AF as B-86, to. D-

EDVD, to OE-ADM - current
RE.Neth.hFP as RBR=-B7, to EKEKlu
Museum - current Lat Gilze
Rijen depot)

R.Meth.At as R=BH, +to PH-
VCU on 28.,11.67 - current
O=-EHTV

00-HBB; to QOG<WIE

p=EHCH - current

D-EHCF = gcurreant

O0=HBB ; to OO-WIK - current

PH=-VYCW. on 12,12.87 and cr.
in June 1976
D=-ENKB - current

O0-HBH = current
D=-EGMO - current
D-ECLD - current
D-EBFD = current
O0~HLT

D=EABS = gurrent

N=EETT,to D-ELSG = current

OL-1.1 27
OL-LI 28
OL-L1329
OL=L130
OL-L131
OL=-T132
OL-L133
OL-L134
OL=L135

OL=-L136
OL=-L137
OL=-L138
OL-1.139
OL=L140

OL~L141
OL-L142
OL-L143
OL-L144
OL-L145
OL-L146
OL-L147
OL L148
OL-L149
DL~L130
QL=-L151
OL=-L.152
OL=TL133
OL=-L154
OL-L155
OL=L156&
DL-LI57

53-4B01(3201)
SI-4B02(3I202)
53-4B03(320%)
S3=-4B04 (32047
53-4805(3205)
S3=4B0B(32048)
EA-4807(3207)
33-4808(3208)
53-4B08{3209)

53=4810(3210)
53-4811(3211)
53-4812(23212)
53-4813(3213)
S3=4814 (3214}

53-4815(3215)
53-4816(2216)
5E3-4817(3217)
53-481H{2218)
BEi-4819{3219)
53-4820(3270)
53-4B31[3221)
53-48221(3222)
E3=-4B23(3223)
53-4824(3224)
E3-4825(3225)
53-4826(3226)
53=4827(3227)
S31-4B28(3228)
53-4B29(3229)
53-4830(3230)
53-4B831(3231)

DORENIER DO-270

On ¥ October 1960 the filrat three DO-27s

at Brasschaat, flown by Light Aviation pllots who

=¥

D=ELFT - current

D=ECEF
in 1970 to OO-LVM —current
D-EJQ0 - current

D=ELFE and in 1975 to
ECD - current
in 1970 to 0O0-LMM - gurrent

0¥-

00=-DPE. = current
early '71 toLN-UXC-current
Co=ACF (ntu}, in 1970 k
OO=ARP = current

in 1970 to O0-ACG - currant
D=EBFBE - current

O0=1LOT = current

OD~EHCB - current

D=EHTS

00=-ATY = current

O0-HBA - currant

D-EKCQH - current

QO0=HBC = current

O0=HBS - current

D-EEMS - current

O0=-ACC - current

arrived

had been follewlng a four-weeks-course at Oberpf-

affenhofen a few months earlier,
and Decembar
syllabus and To make the thres mora or
parienced Dornier
The
Tth January 1961;

tors.

warae

first

that made 74 pilots
and 3 from Ruanda) regular Dornler jockeys.

when the

pllots
converslon-course
the first of
[among which 1 from Burundi

Cotober November

used to work out a training-

lesa  ex—
full=fledged instruc
started o
the 27  courses

aireraft were phased out in 1876, they

had logged some 30,000 {lying-hours.

The aircraft wera serislled OL=DO1 uoto-DLZ,

con=

seruction=-numbers were 2057 ,2058,2059,2101 upto

2109,

ABOVE: Buper Pipep Cub O0-LO&; BELON: DO-27 OL-L08 ot Beguvechatyd on 28.08.70.rboth J.van Tuyn?z
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PAGE 17:

ABOVE : Britannta XX367
of A&AEFE Boscombe Down
at Luqa,Malta. (API/J.

Visanich)

BOTTOM: Bulldog XX526 of
the 'Bulldog Aerobatic!'
team. (APIJH, Bossenbroek)

Gazelle XX904 with
Aeronavale markings.
(Westland)

PAGE 18:
RIGHT: XZ577/R052 ofRN's

No.824Sgn. (R.Choufoer)
XX944 DH.106 Comet C.4 X2200-207 HS Nimrod
C/no. 06417 (ex G-APDP) 280-287 C/nos. 8042-8049
Withdrawn £from use for Farnborough 200-207 original gllocation transferred
apprentice use : to 280-287. All the present in service
g : - with the exception of 284, 286 and 287.
Xxggg b %ﬁizzlgogcggagg 08 280-283 and 285 are earmarked for AFW
Developmeﬂt ;iréraft conversion whilst 286 and 287 are pig
duction AEW's and 284 is. the secon
REER  XYLOO - XY999 wned development MR.2 aircraft.
X2290-337 Westland Gazelle AH.1

Being an unused letter the registration XY125 was
used unofficially by Hawker Siddeley Aviation on
an AV-8A of the US Marine Corps for trials aboard
the French aircraft carrier Jean d'Arc in 1973.

BRER XZ10OO0 - XZ8999 wnel

In service with the Army Air Corps 662
Sgn, 3 and 7 Flights and the ARWF. The
batch is still being delivered.

X7430-432 HS Buccaneer S.2B
y In service with 208Sgdn.

XZ101-120 BAC Jaguar Gr.l .
355-378 C/no. PS702-765 XZ2438-440 ES Sea Harrier FRS.1
381-400 W/off: 102 on 14.12.76 450-470 in production.
Currently in use with 2,14,17,20,31 and X7 445 HS Sea Harrier T.4
41Sgdns. in production.
XZ128-142 HS Harrier Gr.3 XZ550-565 Slingsby Venture T.2
Currently in use with 1, 3 and 4 Sqgdns In production for the Central Gliding
2330CU and A&AEE. 140-142 serials were School ; i
allocated but cancelled. 2670-582 W land §
X - estlan ea King HAS,?2
XZ2145-147 HS Harrier T.4 . C/nos. WAB838-850
Currently in use with 3 Sgdn and 2330CU In service with Navy 820, 824 and 826
X2152-164 KD2R-5 Shelduck D.1 Sqdns plus NASU.
535-539 Drones X2585-599 Westland Sea King HAR.3
N.B. Second batch may be of larger C/nos. WAB851-865
guantity. in production
XZ166 Westland Lynx HAS,.2 ' XZ630-631 Panavia Tornado :
227-243 At present on delivery to the Royal C/Eos Plzoazd P15 h
260-261 Navy and also the French Marine of development aircraft
which 260 & 261 are the first examples. B '
. Xz2741 Westland Commando 2B
X2170-177 Westland Lynx AH.1l . C/no. WAB05 ;
At present on delivery to the Army Air Registered for ferry purposes only;
Corps. transferred to civil marks
:
CONCLUSION
This completes our look at the British register
and as the reader will no doubt appreciate full
details in the latter series of letter alloca-
tions are a 1little sparce due to the lack of

exact knowledge of allocated aircraft, esvecially
drones,a fact which only time and yourselves, the
readers, can help with. Any further details or
amendments will be appreciated by the author.
Details of which will appear in future issues of
Flash.
Finally I would like to thank all the people who
have made this article possible, especially
N.Wiltens for his meticulous details and J.Smith
of Derby for his ‘'patience with my requests and
finally of course to the Flash editorial team for
making the whole thing possible.
T Sy S e e A S e R !

Also allocated with RAF sgerials are gliders and

drones: X2550 T.61E Venture II and XZ2536 KD2R-D

Shellduck. (both B.Hickman)®
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Twenty years ago this month - 24 May 1958 - Martin
Schrdder, then 27 years old established Martin's
Air Charters.

The stormy development this airline. has been
through since could not have been foreseen by the
most professional cristal ball specialist.

This jubilee seems a perfect occasion to review
the past two decades of Martinair's history.

I8 THE EARLY DAYS 11

Following his career in the Royal Netherlands Air
Force, Martin Schrdder was engaged in Aerial Ad-
vertising and joy flights initially with hired
Pipers but later with his own Auster (PH-NEO)

The succesful charter of an Overseas Viking for

flower transport lead to the seat up of Martin's

Air Charter then involving a total staff of five

people.

Already in the very early stage MAC recognised
he possibilities of the versatile D.H.Dove. Even
ne day old chickens ('baby-chix') were flown by

the type, which became known best for it's joy-

flights over Amsterdam which meant a first trip
in the air for very many people. (Schiphol air
traffic control must have been fed up with Doves

after busy days where two operated at approx. 15

minute rotations...).

The Dove was used as private transport by many
persons of national fame and also introduced
business aviation to some Dutch companies. AKZO
for example used PH-VLC for some time as transport
for it's directors.

PH-MAD became the 1last Dove to leave MAC de-
parting for the UK at the end of 1966.
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il BIGGER BUSINESS 1B

With the acquisition of the first Dakota in 1960

a wide range of possibilities became available to
MAC.

The South European holiday market was rapidly
maturing although passengers in time didn't ex-
perience too much flying comfort. (A noisy Dakota
flight to Mallorca took 5% hours one way....)
Martinair people o©of the first hours tend to
nostalgical look back at this period.

As tough as the times were after all each one has
pleasant memories of cases where the office staff
was mobilised to load freight or where passengers
had to be transferred in the middle of the night

following a delayed flight.

That the Dakotas performed missions of wvirtually
any kind doesn't need further specification.

PH-MAB can attributed the best known farewell to
Martinair. The aircraft was sold to AAS in Austra-
lia after completing its support to the Dutch
DAF team taklnq Dart in the London Sydney rallye,.

e AR “6 'H' # * e Al el e
e TR e e i

PH-SCC & =55M joined the company, when four major
Dutch Shipping Lines became MAC shareholders,
one of which owned Fairways Rotterdam.

Consequently the Fairways Daks Jjoined the MAC
fleet.

Together with Doves and Daks the early sixties
Martin's Air Charter also operated a D.H.Heron
(PH-VLA) . For about two years the aircraft flew
for Martinair and was sold after an unfortunate
forced landing in W.Germany.
The plane transported a.o. newspapers between
various European locations and also operated
flights between Leeuwarden and the Isle Ameland.
Lufthansa leased PH-VLC for the Stuttgart=-Frankfurt
route which was flown 4 times a day. (imagine:
the A.300 Airbus operates this service now....)
19
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B8 THE FAMOUS PROPJETS 11

The MAC Convairs became unique items on the type
following their turbo prop conversions.
The first conversion from 340 into 640 series
took place at Aviolanda/Woensdrecht in the first
quarter of 1966. :

The aircraft was re-engined with Rolls Royce Dart

10s and additional work included fitting im of

new props and a different fuel tank as well as an
increase of seats from 44 to 56.

It proved most popular with it s passengers whilst
the easily collapsable seats verywell facilitated
cargo operations.

An ex Swissair Metropolitan became Aviolanda's
second 'patient' and the 340 to 640 modification
was completed in 1967.

To bridge the period between fading out of the
DC-7s and the arrival ofall three DC=-9s on order,
an Electra was leased from XLM in April 1968.
e lease was intended for a two year's period
-t KIM's oppertunity to favourably dispose of
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I8 THE FIRST JETS 118

During the 1967 summer season Martinair frequent-
used KIM DC-6s which were 'decorated' with
ansfers for each flights.
On November 15th of that year KLM's DC-8-33 PH-DCD
became Martinair's first ijet.
Initially it was used by KLM on normal scheduled
flights during the week and operating Martinair
charters in the weekends.
With an aircraft flying at almost twice the speed
of the DC=7C,intercontinental activites obviously
were very much supported.
Contrary to all previous fleet-'members' the DC-8-
33 did not fly any cargo.With the introduction in
1969 of the first DC-8-55F (with cargo-door) the
type became available for carrying carga too.
Five hours are needed for a configuration change
of this type.
With only 3-4 hours recuired to 'chance face' the
DC-9-33RC continouslyy proves itself as a most
flexible machine. The aircraft are always very
intensively used often performing combinations
of passenger and cargo during the same day.

The special equipment designed by Martinair for
life-stock transport is very frequently used on
both DC-8 and DC-9, occupied by a.o. pigs, sheep
and calves,

The transport of baby chix is a real DC-9 spe-
ciality, carrying some 130,000 in one go on special
palletised racks.

The standardization of DC-8 and DC-9 with KLM's
fleet not only has its advantages on the main-
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it's entire Electra inventory, limited PH-LLG's
life with Martinair to nine months only.(Martin's
Alr Charter aircraft were re-marked Martinair
Holland early 1967). -
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tenance side but also enables both companies +to
lease aircraft to each other on a very short
notice.

B8 ROYAL WINGS =&

Martinair proudly operates Fellowship PH-PBX for
the Dutch government. The aircraft is frequently
used by the Royal Family. The total operations

responsability includes maintenance, furnishing

of cabin crew and supply of catering.

Martinair's own F.28 PH-MAT is on long term lease
from Fokker., The aircraft is exclusively used for
passenger flights and ideally suits all sorts of
'ad hoc' variations. Well known activity examples
are transports of football teams and supporters to
their matches abeoard and the 'broken leg' flights
bringing unfortunate skiers back home from their
holiday resorts. '

Holiday destinations with small airfields as well
as the less demanded locations are included in the
F.28 activity-package.

Another F.28 frequently spreading it's wings for
Martinair is Fokker's PH-MOL which has been leased
on various occasions. Linjeflyg in Sweden enabled
Martinair several times to practise its supple-
mental r8le with the Fellowship on the airlines
domestic network.

The recent introduction of the F.28 on the NLM
'City Hopper' domestic routes means additional
customers for the F.28 maintenance facility at
Schiphol-East.

Further F.28 use in W.Europe in the future may

Very well increase this involvement. >



Especially for
arrival

Martinair's first employees the
of DC-10 PH-MBG end November 1973 must
have been a great experience.

The wide body capacity
sophisticated on board
Martinair with an
potential.
Particularly the Middle East purchasing boom
proved an enormous market for the DC-10. Air
bridges between Amsterdam and Teheran, involving
transports of millions of eggs and frozen chickens,
supported the succes of the gigantic Douglas a/c
in the Martinair environment. :

Regular split charters flights to Hongkong made
the DC-10 a frequent Kai-Tak visitor and also
Lagos plane-spotters (ifany) can't complain about
Martinair's presence.

combined with a highly
loading system provide
unprecedented cargo carrying

On the passenger side the European commitments are
limited to 'bulk' destinations like Mallorca and
Malaga. Besides many US and Canadian airports were
pald visits by the DC-10s.

Besides, the supplemental carrier r&le is regular-
ly assigned to Martinair's wide-bodies.The 'Hadj'
pelgrim £flights operated for Garuda between
Indonesia and Jeddah so far were the largest ac-
tivity of this kind.

Three DC-10s are included in the fleet today and
a fourth one is on order. Its delivery orginially
scheduled for next October may well be delayed
till early 1979 due to the strikes which recently
took place at the McDonnell/Douglas plant.

The arrival of the fourth 'ten' will mean the end
to 11 years of DC-8 operations by Martinair
(PH-MAU is traded in as part of the purchase).
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8 SMALL PLANES AND SIDE ACTIVITIES @

and was
It's used as an air taxi

Cessna 402 PH-MAZ joined in August 1974
soon nicknamed 'Zoef'.
on all sorts of missions in fact performing
tasks very similar to the Dove in the first years
of company existance.

Currently the aircraft is for one year leased to the
Dutch government in aid of the department respon-
sible for water routes.

In 'Luchtreklame Nederland NV' Martin Schroder
went through the first stages of his brilliant
aviation career.

Renamed Reclamair this company, part of the Mar-
tinair Group, is still towing advertising banners
over Holland with 1its fleet of 11 Piper Super
Cubs. '
Reclamair is stationed at Lelystad located in
the recently reclaimed polders of Eastern Flevo-
land.

Lelystad also houses the Martinair Flying School
with Fuji 200s and Beech Sundowners.

22

818 THE PRIDE OF THE FLEET §E =

At Teuge Martinair's subsidary GILM (Gelderse
Luchtvaartmij) assembles Fuji
European market.Last year GLM became Dutch dealer

for Rockwell International.

Alongside the aviation activites the Martinair
Group shows a large diversification into semi-
related and totally different interests:

- a food group (frozen meals,catering etc.)

- party service (party catering, festivity arran—'

gements)
- 2 Mart-inn restaurants (Lelystad and Amsterdam)
- Promotion team (advertising campaigns,often in
combination with Reclamair)
- Datalogy (computerfacilities) &
The spreading of interests proved most successﬂtﬁ,
in the past few years.

The US Dollar's instability and its subsequently
reprecussions in the Middle East market strongly
influences the aircargo carriers.

In another important sector, the transatlantic

passenger flights, a rate 'battle' with the
scheduled operators has not yet come to a clear
standstill. Reaching the 1977 profit level

(DFL.11,532,000) seems a tough job.

Nevertheless Martinair can base confidence in the
future on twenty years of prosperous development.
Still presided by its founder Martin Schréder,
Martinair enters a new decade of its existance
continuing an important chapter in Holland's avia-
tion history.

Ben Ullings

Many thanks are due to Hans Bossenbroek for com-
piling the photograph-selection, to Dick Elsinga
of COMAS, Martinair's publicity agents, for his
valuable support and to Meta for her last minute
corrections and additions.
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PH-NEO _
Auster 5 (1802) ex TW464, G-AMFS. Registered
15-<4~52 NV Meteor; 16-6-53 to M.Smitt; 18-¢-53 to
J.M.Schrdder; 12-5-54 to Nijmeegs Luchtreclame-
bedrijf, 25-8-58 to J.Gottgens; 27-1-60 to J.Daams
(Skylight). 30-12-64 out register, stored Bergen
op Zoom; in 1970 to Musée del'Air in Brussels.

PH-MAC
dH.104 Dove (04020) ex ZS-AWB,VP-VEU,G-AMVV. Re-
gistered 22-5-58 Martin's Air Charter. 12-5-60 out
register to G-AMVV.

PH-MAB .

C-47 (4500) ex 41-18438,I-LONA. Registered 8-2-60
Martin's Luchtvervoersmij/Martin's Air Charter.
9-1-69 out register to Australian Aircraft Sales
in 12/69 and later to Indonesian Navy as U-603.

PH-MAD
dH.104 Dove (04030) ex CF-DJI, G-AKCF. Registered
31-3-60 Martin's Air Charter. 1-12-66 out register
to G-ACKF, TJ-ACE seen late '74 wfu at Tiko Air-
port (French cameroen).

-PH=MAA '

C-47B-30DK (33213/16465) ex 44-76881, KN582. To
G-AXLM of Field A/c Services Ltd; 26-4-50 to BEA,
converted to Pionair 'William Rhodes Moorhouse'
4-7-60 registered PH-MAA Martin's Air Charter,
leased ‘to Lufthansa 1963. 2-11-67 out register,
to HB-ITD of Balair (delivery on 26-10-67); gto
UNO Middle East based at Amman.

aircraft for the:

——e—— E——



PH-MAF
Cessna 172A (47356). 1-9-60 registered Martin's
Air Charter; 7-3-62 to C.v/d.Veen; 18-3-64 to NTS
(now NOS) . 24=-12-69 out register and to USA as
N6427.

PH-VLA
dH.114 Heron2 (14050) .21-7-6L registered Martin's
Air Charter, damaged onl-5-63 but repaired,leased
to Lufthansa. 12-7-63 out of register to Executive
Air Transport.

PH-SCC
C-47A-75-DL (19458) ex 42-100994, LN-IAS of Fred
Olsen Transaero. 4-8-61 to PH-SCC of Fairways,
1-1-62 to Martin's Air Charter, 15-6-70 out regi-
ster to 0O0-AVG of DAT; later to N3433E of Meridian
Air Cargo Vvan Memhis, current -~ (half in DAT c/s)

PH-5SSM
C-47A-DK (13182) ex 42-93287, ZS-BCA, VP-KGL, ZS-
DBV, G-ADJE of BEA, 23-1-61 to Transaero. 7-2-61
registered PH-SSM of Fairways; 1-1-62 to Martin's
Air Charter, severly damaged by a broken bettle
with chemicals, scrapped 9/67.

PH-VLC
dH.104 Dove (04184). 21-7-61 registered Martin‘'s
Air Charter, leased to Algemene Kunstzijde Unie
NV Arnhem. 16-666 out register to G-ARDN,HB-LAX.

PH-MAE
Douglas C-54B-DC (10538) ex 42-72433,7¥104 ,N4665V
CP-610,N53860. 1-6-62 registered Martin's Air

Charter. 3-1-67 out register to D-ADAC, 9Q0-CTD.
PH-CGD .

Convair 340 (104) ex PH-TGD/ZKLM 'Pieter Breugel',

21-4-54 reregd PH-CGD/KIM; 7-1-64 to Martin's Air

Charter, converted to Convair 640 (reregistered
(. as such on 18-4-66). 12-7-71 out register to
. N1l1TA.

PH-DSO -
DC-7C (45547) del 19-11-58 KLM 'Bering Sea' (with
on the other side of the a/c 'Beringzee'); 22-2-64

to Martin's Air Charter (regd 28-2-64). 1=~10-68
out register to G-A... of Transmeridian/London.
PH-DSL
DC-7C (45180). Registered 8-5-57 KLM 'Baltic Sea/
Oostzee'; 13-10-64 toMartin's Air Charter. 19-12-
68 out register to USA.
PH-DAB
C-47A=25DK (19150) ex 43-15049 ,NL207 (RAF /RNethAF) .
To KIM on 2-1-50 regd PH-TCB, 19-8-54 reregd
PH-DAB/KIM. 19-1-5 out register to JZ-PDB, 23-9-57
back KIM;10-11-64 toMartin's Air Chater;17-12-64
17-12-64 back KLM. Delivered 30-12-65 to Indonesia
as PK-RDA (Seulawah Air Service '72).
PH-DSC
DC-7C (45182). Registered 9-5-57 KIM 'Yellow Sea
Gele Zee'; 17-5-65 to Martinair. 18-4-69 out re-
gister to France, to Rhodesia, to TR-LQP.
PH-MAG
C-472-10DK (12472) ex 42-92648, KG437, G-AGYX.
23-7-65 registered to Maaormanai; 9-8-65 to Mar-
tin's Air Charter; 2-10-68 back Moormanair; 14-5-
73 to Scorpio Films (for the film 'Dakota'). Sold
6-2-74 as 5SN-ATA.
-MAK
DC-7C (45541) ex I-DUVU.
tin's Luchtvervoermij NV.
to EC-BEO.
PH-MAM ;
DC-6A (44257) ex PH-TGB/KLM 'Gen.C.J.Snijders',
13-11-53 reregd PH-DFB/KLM. 2-5-61 out register to
N4065K; 23-12-66 regd PH-MAM of Martin's Air

28-3-66 registered Mar-
15-3=-67 out register

Charter NV, 25-6=-71 out register to YU-AFG of
Adria.

PH-MAL
Convair 640 (332) ex HB-IMC. 1-2-67 registered

Martin's Luchtvervoermij. 23-9-71 out register to
N640R (in '76 to Zantop Int.Airlines).
PH-DCD |
DC-8-33 (45379). .4-7-60 registered KILM 'Nikolaus
August Otto'; 11-67 to Martin. 22-10-73 out regi-
ster to 5Y-ASA of African Safari Airways; on 9-5-77
to G-BETJ of Transmeridian Air Cargo, current.
PH-LLG
Lockheed L188C Electra (2014). 24-2-60 registered
KIM 'Neptunus', 1968 leased to Martin. 22-1-69 out
register to N857U of Saturn Airways, current.
PH-MAN |
DC-9~33RC (47291).

21-7-68 registered Martin's

Luchtvervoermij 'Karel de Grote'. 1-10-73 out re-
gister to N94454 of Hawaiian Airlines, current.
PH-MAS

DC-8-55F (45824) ex NB51F of ONA.
stered to Martin's Luchtvervoermij NV,

22-11-68 regi-
9-8-74

Martinair Holland NV 'Hong Kong'; to Douglas as
N5824A;9-4-77 back Schiphol, reregd PH-MAS of KLM.,
6-10-77 . to EC-DBE of Aviaco, current.
PH-MAO
DC-9=-33F (47363) . Registered 7-2-69 Martin's
Luchtvervoermij NV, 9-8-74 Martinair Holland
'Desiderius Erasmus', currently in service.
PH-MAR
DC-9-33F (47410). Registered 18-4~69 Martin's
Luchtvervoermij NV, 9-8-74 Martinair Holland NV
'Jean Mounet', currently in service.
PH-MAT
F.28-1000 (11008) ex PH-ZAC. 1-10-69 leased tco
Martin's Luchtvervoermij NV 'Princes Margriet';
many times sub-leased to Linjeflyg far short times,
current.
PH-MAU
DC-8-55F (45856) ex N852F of ipNA. 1-10-69 regi-
stered (as leased) to Martin's Luchtvervoer Mij
* NV (5-10-70 bought?), 9-8-74 Martinair Holland NV
/Toronto', currently in service.

PH-MOL
F.28-1000 (11003). 15=-10-70 leased to Martinair
till 19-11-70; 1=1-76 again leased till 1-2-77.
PH-FBX

F.28-1000 (11045) f£/f 12-1-72, 11-1-71 registered
to Fokker-VFW, 3-2-72 to R.L.D. for Government,
flown by Martinair personnel.

PH-MAX
DC-9-32 (47514)., 24-2-71 registered Martin's
Luchtvervoermij NV, 9-8-74 to Martinair Holland
NV 'Europa', currently in service.

PH~MAZ
Cessna 402B (402B-0219). 15-5-72 registered Mar-
tin's Luchtvervoermij NV,9-8-74 Martinair Holland
NV, since 1977 on lease to Rijkswaterstaat.

PH-MBG
DC-10-30 (46891). 13-11-73 registered(Air Afrique
ntu) Maktin's Luchtvervoermij NV, 9-8-74 Martin-
air Holland NV 'Kohoutek', currently in service

PH-MBK
FA.200-160 (FA200-226) .15-2-74 registered Martin's
Luchtvervoermij NV, 9-8-74 Martinair Holland NV
(Vliegschool), currently in service.

PH-MBI
FA.200-160 (FA200-239) 13-5-74 registered Martins
Luchtvervoermij NV, 9-8-74 Martinair Holland NV
(Vliegschool), currently in service.

PH-MBH
DC-8-55F (45818) ex N802SW Seaboard World,TF-ILK,
21-9-73 registered to Martin's Luchtvervoermij NV
9-8-74 Martinair Holland NV, crashed 4-12-74 Sri

Lanka.

PH-MBM
FA.200-160 (FA200-260) .17-10-74 registered Martin-
air Holland NV, currently in service.

PH-DCA

'~ DC-8-33 (45376). Registered 19-3-60 KXILM 'Albert
Plesman'. 13-4-72 out register to 0O0-AMI of BIAS
'Ville d'Anvers'; 29-11~-74 to PH-DCA of Martinair
Holland NV. 30-10-75 out register to OO-AMI of

Pomair - bankrupt - and stored at Schiphol.
PH-MBO

FA.200-160 (FA200-259) ex PH-YNT (ntu). 12-2-75

registered Martinair Holland NV (Vliegschool),
currently in service.
PH-MBN

DC-10-30F (46924). 26-11-75 registered Martinair
Holland NV, currently in service.
PH-MREP
DC-10-30F (46956). 24-12-76 registered Martinair
Holland, currently in service.
PH-MBS
Beech C.23-180 Sundowner (M-1968) .8-77 registered
Martinair Holland NV (Vliegschool), current.
PH-MER :
Beech C.23-180 Sundowner (M-1977) delivered 3-10-
77 Martinair Holland NV (Vliegschool), current.

PHOTO CREDIS: DC-7C PH-DSC and PH-VLA(2xz) from
Martinair; all others from Aviation Photos In-
ternational
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